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Water: Peril and Promise 
Schuylkill Center invites panelists to discuss urgent water issues 

 
PHILADELPHIA, PA:  On February 8 at 7 pm, the Schuylkill Center is hosting local water experts to 
speak on a panel for the seventh annual Richard L. James Lecture, Water: Peril and Promise. As 
the Schuylkill Center establishes 2018 as the Year of Water in their programming, the annual 
lecture welcomes regional movers, shakers and thinkers to discuss the issues faced as stewards 
of both local and global waterways.  

From the crisis in Flint, Michigan to the struggle at Standing Rock, water remains a major global 
concern. Since environmental issues require interdisciplinary solutions, the Center has curated a 
diverse panel of representatives to discuss the promise of stewarding our waterways from each 
of their unique perspectives. José Almiñana of green builders Andropogon Associates, Stroud 
Water Research Center’s David Arscott, Philadelphia Water Department’s Commissioner Debra 
McCarty, dancer and conservation scientist Jame McCray of Dance Exchange, the Schuylkill 
Center’s own Director of Education Aaliyah Green Ross, and Clean Water Action’s Maurice 
Sampson will lead the town hall-style discussion on Thursday night.  

“Like we did with our Year of Climate Change in 2016, we’re using the water theme to call 
attention to a critical issue,” said Mike Weilbacher, Executive Director, “as we are deep into a 
global freshwater crisis that is both growing and under-reported.” 

Free and open to the public, the meeting will begin in the Schuylkill Center’s auditorium and 
conclude with a reception sponsored by Yards Brewing Company and a toast to water by Yards 
founder Tom Kehoe. Guests are encouraged to mingle in our environmental art gallery following 
the discussion, featuring the Center’s latest exhibition, Learn a River’s Name, which examines the 
ways we relate to our local streams, rivers and creeks. 

The annual Richard L. James Lecture was established in memory of the Schuylkill Center’s 
founding executive director to center the leading voices of Philadelphia’s environmental 
movement. Former speakers include The Circuit Trails’ Robert Thomas, Sarah Wu of 
Philadelphia’s Office of Sustainability, and environmental artist Mary Mattingly. 
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About the Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education 
The Schuylkill Center was founded in 1965 as the nation’s first urban environmental education 
center. Its 340-acres of fields and forests serve as a living laboratory to foster appreciation, 
deepen understanding, and encourage stewardship of the environment. Reaching over 36,000 
Philadelphia-area residents each year, the Schuylkill Center offers a diverse collection of 
educational programs, including programs for school, continuing education for teachers, 
Pennsylvania’s first Nature Preschool, and a full calendar of events for the public. For more 
information: www.schuylkillcenter.org. 
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